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Grand Knight’s Message: 

 
Brother Knights, 
 
On Saturday, March 4th, a small group of Brother Knights met at Mary’s Garden 
to pray a Rosary for the Unborn before 1st Saturday mass. While we were 
praying the rosary, a lady stopped about 10 feet away and began to pray as well. 
Several Brother Knights motioned her to join us. She did. After we finished, she 
stated that she was a visitor and wanted to know where the chapel was so she 
could attend mass. Additionally, she commented that it was good to see men 
praying the rosary and that more men should. She then praised God and went to 
mass. It was a good reminder that we are called to be witnesses of our faith. 
There have been numerous studies that point out that the more faithful a Catholic 
man is in mass attendance and in prayer, the more likely his children will follow 
his example. Even more so than a faithful mother.  
 
My Brothers, during this Lenten season, let us strive to be the men Our Lord 
calls us to be. As Knights we are called to have a Marian devotion. If you can, 
join your Brother Knights for the rosary on 1st Saturday of each month is a good 
start. 
 
Viva Cristo Rey! 
SK Charles Boutte 

Deadline for articles is 8pm on first Tuesday at the Officers Meetings.  
Articles may be emailed to kofc8960@gmail.com 
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Is Lent really 40 days Long? (Excerpt from The Daily Vine) 
 
Lent began with the celebration of Ash Wednesday. This liturgical season is focused on preparing for the 
celebration of Easter by recalling our own Baptism, doing penance, and uniting ourselves more closely 
with Christ. 
 
But is Lent really 40 days long? 
 
According to the Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and the General Roman Calendar, 
 

28. The forty days of Lent run from Ash Wednesday up to but excluding the Mass of the Lord's 
Supper exclusive. 

 
This mean that Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and runs to just before the Mass of the Lord's Supper on 
the evening of Holy Thursday. As soon as the Mass of the Lord's Supper starts, we enter a new liturgical 
season: Triduum. 
 
If you add up the days, including Ash Wednesday and Holy Thursday, it comes out to 44 days (though, 
technically, only the part of Holy Thursday before the beginning of the Mass of the Lord's Supper is Lent.) 
 
As you may notice, Sundays are included in the season of Lent. That is why the Sundays of this time of 
year are called the First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of Lent! The Sixth Sunday, on which 
Holy Week begins, is called "Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord." It is also part of the Lenten season. 
 
So where does "40 days" come from? 
 
It might be more accurate to say that there are 40 days of penance and fasting between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter.  Historically, Lent has varied from a week to three weeks to the present configuration of 44 
days. The forty day fast, however, has been more stable. While the Sundays of Lent are certainly part of 
the liturgical season of Lent, but they are not prescribed days of fast and abstinence. So we take the 44 
days between Ash Wednesday and Holy Thursday minus 6 Sundays equals 38, plus Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday equals 40. 
 
So does that mean that when we give something up for Lent, such as candy, we can have it on 
Sundays?  Apart from the prescribed days of fasting and abstinence on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, 
and the days of abstinence every Friday of Lent, Catholics have traditionally chosen additional penitential 
practices for Lent - such as giving up vices or temptations or by taking on additional prayers or activities 
to grow in faith. These practices are disciplinary in nature and are often more effective if they are 
continuous, i.e., kept on Sundays as well. That being said, such practices are not regulated by the Church, 
but by individual conscience. 
 
The number forty is also significant in Scripture. Pope Benedict XVI explained this in his 2009 Message 
for Lent: 
 
Lent recalls the forty days of our Lord's fasting in the desert, which He undertook before entering into His 
public ministry. We read in the Gospel: "Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry" (Mt 4,1-2). Like 
Moses, who fasted before receiving the tablets of the Law (cf. Ex 34,28) and Elijah's fast before meeting 
the Lord on Mount Horeb (cf. 1 Kings19,8), Jesus, too, through prayer and fasting, prepared Himself for 
the mission that lay before Him, marked at the start by a serious battle with the tempter. 
 
In the same way, this season helps us to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the joy of Easter and to 
fulfill our mission in the world today. May this Lenten season unite you more closely with our Lord, Jesus 
Christ! 
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Website 
 
Our council website is kofc8960.com is going strong.  If you haven’t visited it before, please do so to find 
a wealth of info about our council including every event that is taking place over the next few months on 
our event calendar or to read any newsletter including the current one in our newsletter section. 
 
There is also a member’s only section that you can log into if you are a current member of the council in 
good standing.  Simply use your membership number from your membership card and your birthdate to 
enter this section.  This section has several important areas of interest: 
 
Updating Information 
The member’s list gives the roster of all the members of our council.  If you ever change your email 
address or phone number (or know someone who needs their information changed), simply go into this list 
and find your name to update your information.  You can post a picture of yourself also so the council 
knows what you look like. You can also directly email any other member of the council from this page if 
you don’t currently have their email address.  
 
Of course you can always email me directly at kofc8960@gmail.com when you have changes to your 
information and I’ll make sure they get added. 
 
Recording Volunteer Hours 
Have trouble keeping track of your volunteer hours for the year.  The member’s only section has a great 
place for entering those in.  It breaks the hours up for you into several categories.  Even if you do keep 
good track of these hours on your own, please enter your hours here as you make them.  The website keeps 
totals for our Grand Knight and Financial Secretary to know where we are, so it will be a huge help for the 
officers for you to take the time to enter those hours here. 
 
Officers 
If you are a current officer, there are a couple of forms to view the volunteer information of our council 
including form 1728.  The lists give a per-member and council total breakdown of all volunteer hours in a 
nice easy to use format. 
 
Easy Mobile Access 
Through our partnership with UKnight Interactive, we also have a mobile version of the website.  Check it 
out at kofcmobile.org This new mobile version makes entering volunteer hours a breeze.  You can also see 
events at our council, neighboring councils, assemblies, and chapters, find major degrees in our area and 
much more.   
 
Prayer Requests 
Have a request for prayer for you or a loved one?  The Prayer Request section of the website lets you 
submit them for the council to see.  Check this section often to find out about the prayer needs of our 
council and parish. 
 
News, Pictures, Comments 
Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions about the website or newsletter by emailing 
me directly at kofc8960@gmail.com 
 
If you have any news or comments to be featured in the newsletter or on the website, send it to me at 
kofc8960@gmail.com by the first Saturday of the month and I’ll make sure it gets in. 
 
Dustin Meyer 
Council 8960 Webmaster 
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  Message from Cardinal DiNardo on St Patrick’s Day 
 
This year, St. Patrick's Day falls on a Lenten Friday. After consideration of the traditions often related to 
this festive holiday, Daniel Cardinal DiNardo is granting a dispensation of abstinence from meat on March 
17 for local and visiting faithful in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. Cardinal DiNardo is asking 
Catholics who are required to abstain from meat on Friday to do an extra act of charity or penance in 
exchange for eating meat. 

Basketball Competition: Priests vs. Seminarians 
 
Young, elderly and in-between are invited to enjoy watching the basketball game with priests against 
seminarians. Join the fun in watching and cheering. The event will be held at Strake Jesuit, 8900 Bellaire 
Blvd, Houston, TX 77036 on April 21st. Doors open at 6 pm. Free Admission / Donations Accepted. 

Steps For Students: Huge Success! 
 
This year’s event on February 18th was a huge success for our diocese and our Catholic schools!  The 
event raised over $1 Million in support of Catholic schools and had over 12,500 people participate.  The 
event benefits 59 schools in our diocese across 10 counties by offering tuition assistance to those in need 
in our community.   
 
Thanks to all from our parish and council who participated in this worthwhile event! 

Pope Francis’ 4th Anniversary 
 
Brothers, 
 
March 13th, marked the 4th anniversary of Pope Francis’ election as Supreme Pontiff.  Take some time this 
week to pray for him and to thank God for the gift of his Papacy. 

Stations of the Cross and Fish Fry 
 
Every Friday during Lent, St Helens will be performing a Stations of the Cross at 4:45 PM and at 7 PM.  
The 4:45 event is led by the children of our parish and the 7 PM is the adult stations.  Try to make one of 
these very moving displays of our faith this Lenten season. 
 
Then from 5:30 to 7:30 the Knights will be cooking a fish fry for all to enjoy.  It will be $9 for adults, $8 for seniors, 
and $6 for kids.  The Catholic Daughters will also be there selling deserts.  Proceeds go to supporting our council 
and the charities we support. 
 
Make your Fridays this Lent days of prayer, fellowship, and charity as we celebrate the Lord together. 
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Membership Drive 
 

 
We will be hosting our first membership drive of the year on the weekend of March 25th and 26th.  Mark 
your calendars for this event.  We need as many brother knights to volunteer to help out as possible.  More 
details will come next month, but if you are interested please contact Rick Johnson rickj53@gmail.com 

 

Squire’s Corner 
 

 
During Lent there is plenty to do: 
 

The squires will be helping with the cleanup during the Fish Fry. 
They will also be attending the Stations of the Cross on March 24th with the Knights.   
Spring break is approaching. 
There will be a special presentation meeting and an investiture at the April meeting. 
We are currently planning an outing for the squires.  
Attendance and help is very important.   

 
I want to give a special thanks to the Counselors for all their help.  
 
Mr. Stryk Chief Counselor   
Circle 3437   

 

Knights of Columbus 8960 Scholarship 
 
College Scholarship Opportunity:  
  
The Knights of Columbus Council #8960 is offering college scholarships this year from a pool of 
$4500. The council’s scholarship committee will review all applications, conduct interviews, and host the 
written essay submitted with the scholarship application.  The committee will determine how many 
scholarships to award and the amount of each award based on the number of qualified applicants. The 
minimum award will be $500. Chris Lessmann will have applications at the next council meeting or you 
may contact him at chris.lessmann@yahoo.com.  Applications are due April 5, 2017. 
  
Eligibility Requirements: 
  
1. Must be a child or grandchild of a Brother Knight of Council #8960 in good standing (i.e. current on 
membership dues or dues exempt).   
2. Must be a practicing Catholic who has received the sacrament of Confirmation.   
3. Must be graduating from high school in Spring 2017 (or earlier). 
4. Must be graduating with a grade point average of 2.5/4.0 or above. 
5. Must be attending a college or university as a full-time freshman in the fall of 2017.  Those selected for 
scholarships will need to show proof of enrollment prior to receiving payment. 
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VA Visitation Schedule 
 
Brother Knights, 
 
This year’s VA Visitation schedule is as follows: 
 
March 26, 2017 
May 28, 2017 
 
Please mark your calendar and join us to give thanks to our veterans for their incredible sacrifice.  We 
meet at the Church in front of the Family Life Center at 8 AM and carpool to the VA hospital in the med 
center.  If you want to drive directly there, we usually arrive at the VA on the 2nd floor at the chapel about 
8:45 AM, start visiting the veterans who are there at 9 AM, and then do Mass in the chapel at 10 AM.  We 
are always back in Pearland before noon.  Come out and join your fellow brother knights in this very 
impactful morning with our vets.  And bring the whole family! 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 
Holy week is approaching in about a month and there are several masses that are happening at St Helens 
Here is a list of those events: 
 
Palm Sunday: 
 7 PM Regular Mass schedule 
 
Holy Thursday: Evening of the Lord’s Supper 
 7 PM Mass followed by Adoration until 12 AM 
 
Good Friday: 
 9 AM Sung Morning Prayer in the Chapel 
 Noon Live stations of the Cross followed by Lenten soups (Helena Hall) 
 3 PM Passion/Veneration of the Cross  
 7 PM Passion/Veneration of the Cross  
 
Holy Saturday: 
 Sunset: Easter Vigil Mass 
 
Easter Sunday: 
 Regular Masses except there will be NO 5PM MASS 
  
 

Council 8960 Stations of the Cross 
 
On March 24th, council 8960 will be hosting the stations of the cross for St Helens Church.  Join us for the 
7 pm event as we journey together as brothers down the path our Lord took leading up to his Crucifixion.  
It’s a powerful testimony and reminder of the sacrifice our Lord made for each of us.  Let’s show a big 
support for this amazing event by filling the church with Brother Knights. 
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Diocesan Radio Programs 
 
Brothers, 
 
In case you aren’t aware, the diocese of Galveston Houston produces several radio programs on our faith 
and life around the diocese.  Here is a list of weekly programming: 
 
INSPIRATIONS (Hosted by Father David J. DuBois) 
SUNDAYS: 6:30 a.m. KODA (Sunny 99.1) FM  
 
LIFE TO THE FULL (Hosted by Madeline Johnson)  
SUNDAYS: 3:45 p.m. KYOK (1140) AM Conroe 7:15 p.m. KWWJ (1360) AM Baytown  
 
CATHOLIC LIFE IN THE ARCHDIOCESE (Hosted by various archdiocesan personnel)  
SUNDAYS: 5:30 a.m. KWWJ (1360) AM Baytown 6:45 a.m. KYOK (1140) AM Conroe  
 
OUR CATHOLIC VOICE (Hosted by Dr. Marcella Colbert, M.D.)  
SUNDAYS: 3 p.m. KKHT (100.7) FM  
 
SHOW OF FAITH (Live call-in program hosted by Father Mario Arroyo)  
SUNDAYS: 7 to 9 p.m. KNTH (1070) AM 

Lenten Penance Schedule 
 
The following parishes will be conducting penance services during Lent in preparation for Easter.  All 
services begin at 7 pm: 
 
St Luke Mar 15th  
St Paul  Mar 21st 
St Clare Mar 23rd 
Mary Queen Mar 28th 
St Hyacinth Mar 29th 
St Helen  Mar 30th 
 
Please try to make one of these events to prepare for the Easter celebration on April 16th. 

Pray As Brothers 
 
Each month, brother Knights from our council gather on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays to pray together as men 
of the faith.  Please try to make these events.   
 
The 1st Saturday of each month is a gathering in the prayer garden to pray a rosary for the lives of the 
unborn children in our nation.  The rosary starts at 7:30 AM in the prayer garden. 
 
The 3rd Saturday of each month is a gathering at the knights hall on Hatfield Rd in the small hall to read 
scripture and pray together.  The meeting starts at 7:30 AM. 
 
Come and join your fellow brother Knights at these events. 
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  Pray To end Abortion 
 
In March of last year, the Houston Coalition for Life posted about the six ambulances that were seen 
leaving Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast in a 6 week time frame.  They uploaded the 911 calls to illustrate 
how horrible these incidents were. By the end of October, the Houston Coalition for Life staff and 
volunteers had seen another 6 ambulances!  
 
Between January and October of 2015, Houston Coalition for Life had seen 12 ambulances taking people 
from Planned Parenthood of the Gulf Coast.  11 of these people were wheeled out the back door 
on gurneys and one walked out the front door with assistance.  
 
Please continue to pray for an end to abortion. And please keep those who were transported to the hospital 
in your prayers! 
 
 
Here is a link to most of those 911 calls:  
http://houstoncoalition.com/index.cfm?load=page&page=366 
 
Let us support the Houston Coalition for Life by participating in this Spring’s 40 Days for Life that is 
happening now.  Father Jim will be leading several St Helen’s parishioners in prayer on March 15th  and 
many of those parishioners will be there from 6:30 AM to 6:30 PM. Please come and join your fellow 
Christians on March 15th or any day before April 9th to participate in the 40 days for Life event.  
 
Also, please consider making a donation to the Houston Coalition for Life.  They provide sidewalk 
counseling and crisis pregnancy buses to help women considering abortion by providing them with 
ultrasounds and literature that attempts to help them choose life. 
 
For more information contact staff@houstoncoalition.com or Theresa@houstoncoalition.com 

Pray for Norma McCorvey 
 

Norma McCorvey, the “Roe” of Roe vs. Wade, experienced a profound conversion in her life that led to 
her becoming a Christian and a pro-life advocate. As many of you probably know, she went to her eternal 
reward the morning of Saturday, Feb 18th. While she experienced great trials in life, may she rest in the 
arms of Our Lord who loves her as if she was the only one He created, the only one He lived on this earth 
for and died for! Please join us in continuing to pray for her family and in spreading her story of 
redemption and the pro-life message that she advocated beginning in 1995. 
 

You can read her obituary 
here: http://www.schmidtfuneralhome.net/sitemaker/sites/Schmid1/memsol.cgi?user_id=1925979 

And you can read her family's statement through Priests for Life: 
http://www.priestsforlife.org/library/7247-statement-of-norma-mccorveys-family 
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Special Thanks to Our Brother Knights 

 
Thank you to all our Brother Knights who attended the last VA Visitation in January.  We appreciate all 
that you do to help the veterans of our great nation.  Just a reminder that our next VA Visitation is coming 
up at the end of March so come out and join us to thank our military for their service.  And bring your 
family along! 
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 Divine Office Readings 
Deacon Steve will be conducting weekly readings from the Breviary or Divine Office on Monday thru 
Thursday.  Come and join your fellow parishioners in this prayerful dedication to our Lord.  It is a great 
way to strengthen your faith with your community.  The Monday and Wednesday prayers will begin at 
6:30 PM and the Tuesday and Thursday prayers will begin at 7:30 AM. 
 
Youth Ministry Program 
Our Youth Ministry program at St. Helen is in need of volunteers on Wednesday nights from 7:30-8:15 
pm to help with parking lot safety and traffic control during dismissal. Our program on Wednesday nights 
has grown to well over 200 youth in 6th-8th grades, and we need help to get them safely into their parents’ 
vehicles at night. All volunteers must have completed the Virtus Protecting God’s Children training course 
before starting to help. I would appreciate all of your thoughtful consideration in this matter! If you would 
like to help, please call or email me so that I can know to expect you. 
 
Stations of the Cross 
During Lent, we would like to remind all Brother Knights that St Helen’s will be doing a Stations of the 
Cross every Friday at 4:45 pm and 7 pm.  Bring your family to these powerful events in remembrance of 
the sacrifice of our Lord. 4:45 is the children’s event and the 7 is the adult’s. Afterwards join us at the hall 
for our Friday fish fries starting at 5:30. 
 
Fish Fry Fridays 
Fridays during Lent our council will be hosting our annual Lentin fish fries (except Good Friday).  Bring 
the family out for good food and great company! Food will be served between 5:30 and 7:30 PM.  If you 
would be interested in volunteering, please contact event chairman Andrew Boneface at 281-917-7336.  
Come to the Stations of the Cross starting at 4:45 at the church and then join us for these delicious meals. 
 
Mar 1st thru Apr 9th: Houston Coalition for Life 40 Days for Life 
The Houston Coalition for Life is hosting the Spring 40 Days for Life outside Planned Parenthood on the 
Gulf Freeway Mon-Sat until Apr 9th.  They will be praying for the unborn Mon-Fri between 6:30 AM and 
6:30 PM and Sat from 6:30 AM to 3 PM.  Even if it’s only for an hour, your presence there could save a 
life. 
 
March 15th: St Helen’s Day of Prayer at Planned Parenthood 
Join us for a day of prayer in front of Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast on I-45 anytime between 6:30 am 
and 6:30 pm.  We will be praying for an end to abortion and that the women who go to Planned 
Parenthood may choose life for their unborn child. 
 
 
March 18th: Missal Reading and Prayer 
Join us for our next Missal Reading and Prayer Service. We will meet in the morning from 7:30 to 8:30 
am in the KofC Hall on Hatfield. Please join us for coffee, donuts and good Christian fellowship as we 
seek the Lord together as brother Knights. If you have any questions, please contact Michael Rodriguez at 
713-885-1274. 
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March 21st: General Meeting 
Join us for the monthly General Meeting of our council starting at 7:30 pm. Come early at 7 for a meal 
provided by the council.  Come and learn about all the events and activities our council will be holding 
over the next month. 
 
March 24th: KofC 8960 Way of the Cross 
Please make a special effort to attend the Way of the Cross on Mar 24th.  This particular Way of the Cross 
will be hosted by our council at 7 pm.  We want to see as many brother knights there as possible. 
 
March 25th - 26th: Membership Drive 
We will be hosting our first membership drive of the year on the weekend of March 25th and 26th.  Mark 
your calendars for this event.  We need as many brother knights to volunteer to help out as possible.  More 
details will come next month, but if you are interested please contact Rick Johnson rickj53@gmail.com 
 
March 26th: VA Visitation 
Join us to give thanks to our veterans for their incredible sacrifice.  We meet at the Church in front of the 
Family Life Center at 8 AM and carpool to the VA hospital in the med center.  If you want to drive 
directly there, we usually arrive at the VA on the 2nd floor at the chapel about 8:45 AM, start visiting the 
veterans who are there at 9 AM, and then do Mass in the chapel at 10 AM.  We are always back in 
Pearland before noon.  Come out and join your fellow brother knights in this very impactful morning with 
our vets.  And bring the whole family! 
 
March 30th: St Helen’s Lenten Penance Service 
St Helen’s will be hosting a Lenten penance service on March 30th.  The service will begin at 7 pm in the 
church.  This will be a great opportunity to reconcile with God before the Easter celebration which will be 
on April 16th. 
 
April 1st: Pro Life Rosary 
Come join us for our monthly rosary to pray for an end to abortion. We meet at St Helen's Catholic Church 
in the prayer garden at 7:30 am. In the event of inclement weather, we will meet in the chapel. If you have 
any questions, please contact Michael Rodriguez at 713-885-1274. 
 
April 5th: Scholarship Applications Due 
If you wish to submit an application for a scholarship to a university for a child or grandchild of a Brother 
Knight, you must submit it before April 5th. 
 
April 21st: Basketball Priests vs. Seminarians 
Young, elderly and in-between are invited to enjoy watching the basketball game with priests against 
seminarians. Join the fun in watching and cheering. The event will be held at Strake Jesuit, 8900 Bellaire 
Blvd, Houston, TX 77036 on April 21st. Doors open at 6 pm. Free Admission / Donations Accepted. 
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BAR DUTY 2016
LARGE SMALL EVENT TIME GUEST SECU. BAR - C CLEAN

MARCH        
        
03/01/17  X Super Sen 10AM-2PM 56 0 0 NONE
03/03/17 X  Fish Fry 1PM-10PM 300 0 X FULL
03/04/17 X  F. Animal 6PM-11PM 250 2 6 FULL
03/04/17  X Birthday 7PM-11PM 56 0 6 FULL
03/05/17 X Birthday 2PM-6PM 75 0 0 Partial
03/05/17 X Meeting 11AM-3PM 75 0 0 Partial
03/10/17 X Fish Fry 1PM-10PM 300 0 X NONE
03/11/17         
03/11/17   X Retirement 7PM-12AM 160 0 8 FULL
03/12/17 Pavillon  Birthday 2PM-6PM 75 0 0 NONE
03/12/17  X Birthday 2PM-4PM 75 0 0 Partial
03/17/17 X  Fish Fry 1PM-10PM 300 0 X NONE
03/18/17  
03/18/17 X Funeral Din 2PM-5PM 160 0 0 Partial
03/19/17 X Bridal Sh 12PM-3PM 56 0 0 Partial
03/23/17 X X Red Hat L 9AM-2PM 400 0 0 FULL
03/24/17 X  Fish Fry 1PM-10PM 300 0 X NONE
03/25/17         
03/25/17         
03/31/17 X  Fish Fry 1PM-10PM 300 0 X None
03/31/17         

        
         
 APRIL         
         
         
04/01/17 X  Lions Club 6PM-12AM 500 0 10 FULL
04/01/17  Red Hat L 9AM-2PM 400 0 0 FULL
04/06/17 X X CofC 10AM-6PM 500 0 X FULL
04/07/17 X Fish Fry 1PM-10PM 300 0 X FULL
04/08/17  
04/08/17        
04/13/17 X Ducks Unli 6PM-11PM 250 0 1 FULL
04/15/17         
04/15/17         
19-22/17 X X Quilt Show 10AM-6PM 300 0 0 Special
24-31/17 X X JBF 8AM-10PM  0 0 Special
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